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Zerubabel worked as a truck driver in 
Kenya. A horrific accident left him on 
the side of the road and assumed dead. 
Thankfully a man from his village heard 
about the accident, found Zerubabel 
unconscious by the side of the road and 
took him to PCEA Chogoria Hospital, an 
MBF partner in Kenya 

Zerubabel’s 
Story

Surgeons, anesthetists, and skilled 
critical care  nurses are in desperately 
short supply in lower- and middle-
income countries. This is the impetus 
for the Surgical Network approach MBF 
is developing among mission hospitals 
in countries like Kenya.

After a week, Zerubabel regained consciousness. The team at Chogoria hospital 
began the difficult work of restoring as much mobility and function for Zerubabel as 
possible. After bone grafts, multiple surgeries, and lengthy rehabilitation, Zerubabel 
walked out of the hospital over a year after his accident. Today he returns to the 
hospital on occasion to encourage others who are suffering. 



9 out of 10 people in lower and middle-income countries 
lack access to safe and affordable surgical care. In Malawi, 
1/3 of the population have a condition today that requires 
surgery to improve but they are unlikely to receive surgical 
care without our help.  This is why MBF is partnered with 5 
mission hospitals and 24 clinics to create the first surgical 
network of its kind in Malawi.
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NEED A SURGERY 
BUT LACK ACCESS 

TO A SURGEONMBF and partners have planted an innovative seed in the 
surgical residency program at Nkhoma. From this beginning, 
the surgical network will grow to provide surgery services at

Nkhoma Mission Hospital surgical team including Dr. Jens Vaylann, 
Dr. Beth Stuebing-Adams, Resident Dr. Caleb Kapengule, Chaplain 
Rev. Kalebe, Resident Dr. Vitu Mwafulirwa, Dr. Wanda Lam, and Dr. 
Yamikani Limbe. Not pictured, Dr. Bernhard Widmann.

all five member hospitals including referrals from 24 clinics. In a country of nearly 20 million people served by 
fewer than 50 surgeons, the network will radically improve the quality of care for millions of Malawians. 
The residency recruits only doctors who already live and work in Malawi and who commit to going back to a 
mission hospital in Malawi to serve. In addition to training the surgeons, MBF invests in the entire surgical 
network including training nurses to care for critically ill patients before and after surgery. Helping the 
mission hospitals in Malawi develop a revenue-generating discipline like surgery serves patients today and 
makes the ministries more sustainable for the future. The Malawi surgical network pilot will be followed by 
surgical networks in 20 additional countries in the next 20 years.


