








VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

My first year as director of VLP coincided with the 25th anniversary year of the organization, and it has been a
great year: a year of learning for me, and a year of planning and expansion of services for the VLP. Our core work
continues to be full pro bono representation for low-income clients in civil matters, and in the past 12 months Maine
attorneys accepted 602 cases through the VLP. In actuality, since many cases are ongoing, more than 1,000 Maine
attorneys provided pro bono services to low-income Mainers through the VLP in 2008. In 2009, VLP will be focusing
on boosting our referral capacity by updating our pro bono attorney data base and instituting more efficient systems
for direct referrals.

Calls for help with family law continue to increase, as does demand for our Family Law Helpline, where clients are able
to obtain limited, specific advice about their family matters. Our new weekly daytime Helpline got off the ground this
past year with the help of some wonderful volunteer law students and private attorneys. Between our weekly evening
and new daytime Helpline shifts, these volunteers made a total of 970 calls to clients needing family law assistance.
Further, VLP is very happy to announce that starting in January 2009, Givertz, Hambley, Scheffee & Lavoie are taking
on the daytime Family Law Helpline as their pro bongroject. Now, low-income Mainers will benefit from the expertise
of some of Maine’s best family law practitioners through this limited representation helpline.

VLP’s Courthouse Assistance Projects (CHAPs) are flourishing. At CHAP, self represented family law litigants are
given limited legal assistance, including help filling out forms, guidance on process, and individualized strategic
advice. In Portland District Court, six pro bono attorneys staff the clinic on a rotating schedule, along with two un-
dergraduate volunteers who help with intake and logistics. The clinic runs for three hours one afternoon per week
with an average of fifteen clients per week. The CHAP model has proved to be very successful, and, as the Portland
CHAP is now sustainable into the foreseeable future, VLP has recently expanded CHAP into Biddeford District Court.
Further, in January 2009, a CHAP clinic will be opening in Lewiston District Court as part of a collaboration with the
Court, the Androscoggin Bar, and Bates College. (Much thanks must go to Magistrate Susan Oram for the Lewiston
expansion.)

It is a wonderful

challenge for the
VLP to strive to
live up to the
commitment and
talent of the Maine
Bar, who continue
to be among the
nation’s top
contributors to pro
boNo representation,
in terms of hours,
cases accepted, and
participation.

In May, VLP held a CLE training for our Domestic Violence Pro Bono Panel. We had excellent attendance for this

training, which allowed us to increase the capacity of the Portland panel, and to expand this program into York
County. With the support of Caring Unlimited, pro bono attorneys are now representing victims of domestic violence
in Protection from Abuse matters every Friday in Springvale District Court. We have a group of wonderful private
attorneys who are absolutely committed to the DV pro bono panel, in both Portland and Springvale, and we continue
to receive fantastic support from the Women’s Law Section which started this project and continues to partner
with us as we expand. We must also thank the MSBA for providing organizational support for our 2008 training;
and Preti Flaherty who provided financial backing to VLP for this year’s training facility and materials, and who also
contributed some new panel attorneys.

VLP’s last piece of exciting news for 2008 is that we have hired a full time staff attorney for our Bangor office. Jim
Mitchell has been practicing law in Waterville for more than 20 years, much of that in District Court. Jim’s experi-
ence will ensure excellent support for the VLP cases referred out of Bangor, and, in addition, VLP will now have the
ability to initiate and sustain limited representation projects in Bangor and the northern counties. | am also expect-
ing that Jim will be starting up some statewide projects from the Bangor office, tapping into the experience and
energy of the Penobscot Bar. We will keep you posted!
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Thank you to
everyone who has
worked with VLP
over the past 25
years, and thank
you for all your

support in 2008.

Juliet Holmes-Smith
Director, VLP
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MAINE BAR FOUNDATION FELLOWS

In 1991, the Bar Foundation established the Foundation Fellows to recognize exemplars of the highest standards of professional conduct
and commitment to access to justice for all Maine’s people. The support of the Fellows allows the Foundation to build on its Endowment
which will be used to stabilize funding if IOLTA income and/or Federal funding threaten crucial legal aid for Maine’s citizens.
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CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE

SUPPORTING LEGAL AID IN MAINE

The Campaign for Justice is an annual statewide effort to raise funds from Maine'’s legal community to help meet
the legal aid needs of low-income Maine people. The Campaign replaced separate fundraising efforts by these
organizations so that attorneys now receive only one request for annual support. The six legal aid organizations
supported by the Campaign are:

o , . Statewide Legal Aid
Cumberland Legal Aid Clinic, Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project,
Legal Services for the Elderly, Maine Equal Justice Partners,
Maine Volunteer Lawyers Project and Pine Tree Legal Assistance.

Aroostook
1,600 clients served

Who Supports the Campaign?
In 2008, 1,600 Maine attorneys and judges contributed
$400,000 to the Campaign.

e With more than one-third of the Maine bar supporting
the 2008 Campaign, Maine ranks among the leaders in
participation rates nationally.

/ Penobscot

e The 2008 Campaign raised five times the amount @
raised collectively by the six providers in their best '
year prior to the creation of the Campaign.

Who Does the Campaign Benefit?

* The Campaign’s significant achievement
has been to increase the resources available Androscoggin
to the legal aid providers supported by the 2% cfens served
Campaign, helping them to improve the
quality of life for more disadvantaged
Maine people and strengthen our York
communities. 1,800 clients served
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Sagadahoc, Lincoln
" 650 clients served

A Cumberland
6,100 clients served

* In fact, low-income and elderly Maine people have
access to quality civil legal aid in all 16 counties in Maine, .
thanks in part to contributions made to the Campaign. In 2008, To Volunteer, Make a Gift
the providers assistec} 21,400 clients, benefiting more than or Pledge to the 2009
40,000 adults and children.
Campaign, please visit:
Thank You to our Volunteers:
To our 1,600 contributors, 2008 Campaign Chair Jim Bowie, and
our dedicated tearp of 100+ Yolunteers, thank you for your comrr_lit— or call 207-622-3477
ment and generosity. A special thank you to Jennifer Kruszewski for
organizing Comedic Justice and to the following performers for their
participation: Karen Morgan, Running with Scissors and Alan Nye.

www. campaignforjustice.org

PURSUING JUSTICE * RESTORING HOPE
40 Water Street, Hallowell, ME 04347 - (207) 622-3477 - info@campaignforjustice.org - www.campaignforjustice.org
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